









































ABSTRACT


	This is an intercultural, descriptive-exploratory research aimed to identify the position of visually impaired persons, specialized professionals and institutions about the benefits, necessity and age of the introduction to the teaching of the techniques about Orientation and Mobility (OM) to the congenitally blind child as an element of positive alteration in his global development, comparing two realities: Brazil (State of Rio Grande do Sul) and Portugal (Porto and other cities). The review of the literature covered the areas of visual impairment, human development under ecological approach, movement and OM process. No work dealing especifically with the position of visually impaired persons was identified. Furthermore, many professionals and institutions point to different ages of introduction to the teaching of the OM techniques. The data were collected through the application of questionnaires and the results obtained allowed to confirm the presumption that there would be a similarity, in both countries, in the position of visually impaired persons, professionals and institutions regarding benefits, necessity and age of introduction to the teaching of these techniques. Considering the results obtained and assuming that mobility is the greatest loss for a blind person, restraining gradually his independence and changing his own life style, it was elaborated a set of proposals to guide the teaching of OM to the  congenitally  blind child,  since the  resources  of  learning  and  using  its techniques (human-


-guide, protection, cane) offer him conditions to minimize the negative effects of the loss of mobility, increase his global development and reinforce his individuality.
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